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28 September 2012 
 
Sean Applegate 
Assistant Director, Domestic Policy 
IP Australia 
47 Bowes Street 
WODEN ACT 2606 
 
Dear Mr Applegate, 
 
Thank you for inviting Medicines Australia to comment on the draft Intellectual 
Property Laws Amendment (TRIPS Protocol) Bill 2012. 
 
Medicines Australia represents the research-based medicines industry in Australia, 
which brings new medicines, vaccines and health services to the Australian market. 
In 2011-12, our industry generated more than $4 billion in exports and for the third 
consecutive year, invested over $1 billion in research and development. 
 
Medicines Australia strongly believes that everyone deserves fair access to 
medicines, regardless of their nationality, race or financial status. This is why we 
have, from the start, supported the implementation in Australia of the TRIPS Protocol 
as proposed, and this fundamental belief informs our comments below. 
 
Medicines Australia has reviewed the draft legislation in detail. We believe that it is 
both consistent with the principles of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement 
and Public Health as proposed and contains appropriate safeguards to protect the 
legitimate rights of Australian patent holders. As a result, Medicines Australia 
supports the implementation of the Intellectual Property Laws Amendment 
(TRIPS Protocol) Bill 2012. 
 
The global medicines industry has long been at the forefront of the effort to bring life-
saving medicines to the world's poorest. Since 2000, it has invested over $15 billion 
in public health programs in some of the world's least developed countries, and 
donated over 2 billion doses of vaccines and medicines for infectious and chronic 
diseases (especially through public-private partnerships). These actions, among 
many others, demonstrate the global medicines industry's commitment to help those 
most in need. Now, with the implementation of the Intellectual Property Laws 
Amendment (TRIPS Protocol) Bill 2012, Australian companies will more easily be 
able to respond to sudden and prolonged health crises in the world's less developed 
countries. The Bill achieves the right balance between assisting people in developing 
countries to have access to treatments, whilst also ensuring that intellectual property 
is protected to encourage new medicines and vaccines to be developed for future 
generations. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank IP Australia for the thorough and 
responsive consultation process it has undertaken to ensure the proper 
implementation of the TRIPS Protocol in Australia. 
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on 02 6122 8500 or 
at brendan.shaw@medicinesaustralia.com.au. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Brendan Shaw 
Chief Executive 
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