
Transparency Working Group Communiqué 
 
Following submissions concerning the 17th Edition of its Code of Conduct, Medicines 
Australia established a broad-based working group to develop measures and policies that 
will further enhance transparency of payments and other transfers of value between 
healthcare professionals and the pharmaceutical industry.  The Transparency Working 
Group (TWG) held its first meeting on 9 October 2012.  The following members attended the 
meeting: 
 

Dr Dominic Barnes, Chairman Shire Australia Pty Ltd 

Dr Elizabeth Feeney Australian Medical Association 

Dr Ken Harvey CHOICE 
Mr Roger Millichamp Generic Medicines Industry Association 

Mr Geoff McDonald GlaxoSmithKline Australia 

Mr James Jones Nycomed, a Takeda Company 

Dr Kay Sorimachi Pharmaceutical Society of Australia 

Ms Toni Riley Pharmacy Guild of Australia 

Professor Paul Komesaroff Royal Australian College of Physicians 
Dr John Quinn  Royal Australian College of Surgeons 

 
Ms Anne Trimmer (Medical Technologies Association of Australia) was an apology due to 
her being overseas on business.  Ms Alison Marcus (Consumers Health Forum) was an 
apology; Ms Carol Bennett deputised for her for this meeting.  Dr Brendan Shaw, Medicines 
Australia Chief Executive, attended as an observer. 
 
The TWG 

 was informed of and discussed the rationale for establishing the Working Group 

 endorsed the Terms of Reference, with one amendment. It was agreed to add the 
concept of maintaining „trust‟ to the statement of the primary purpose of the TWG.  The 
updated Terms of Reference will be included on the Working Group‟s page on the 
Medicines Australia website (medicinesaustralia.com.au/issues-
information/transparency-working-group/). 

 agreed to write to other stakeholders and invite their contribution and input to the 
Working Group‟s considerations 

 identified the types of activities that may be relevant for consideration under the scope of 
“payments and other transfers of value” 

 identified a number of issues that may need further consideration as the TWG develops 
its work such as the interaction of privacy, confidentiality and transparency; implications 
for the broader healthcare sector (for example, the non-prescription medicines or 
therapeutic devices sectors); maintaining community confidence and trust in the industry 
and health sector; and the interaction of commercial operations with community 
expectations. 

 started to develop overarching principles for transparency.  These principles may be 
generally applicable to the broader healthcare sector; however, it was agreed that the 
focus of the TWG should be on the area of prescription medicines. 

 agreed to circulate articles and/or reports of relevance such as the "Working Group on 
Promotion of Therapeutic Products, Report to Parliamentary Secretary Catherine King" 
(March 2011) 

 agreed to issue a communiqué following each meeting for publication on the Medicines 
Australia website. 

 
The next meeting of the TWG will be held on 12 November.  The TWG plans to meet every 
six weeks. 

 


