
Transparency Working Group Communiqué 
 
The Transparency Working Group (TWG) held its second meeting on 12 November 2012.  
The following members attended the meeting: 
 

Dr Dominic Barnes, Chairman Shire Australia Pty Ltd 

Dr Elizabeth Feeney Australian Medical Association 

Dr Ken Harvey CHOICE 

Ms Alison Marcus Consumers Health Forum 

Mr Roger Millichamp Generic Medicines Industry Association 

Mr Geoff McDonald GlaxoSmithKline Australia 

Ms Anne Trimmer Medical Technology Association of Australia 

Mr James Jones Nycomed, a Takeda Company 

Dr Kay Sorimachi Pharmaceutical Society of Australia 

Ms Toni Riley Pharmacy Guild of Australia 

Dr John Quinn  Royal Australian College of Surgeons 

Professor Komesaroff was an apology for this meeting.  Dr Brendan Shaw, Medicines 
Australia Chief Executive, attended as an observer. 
 
The TWG 

 received a report on progress of authorisation of the Medicines Australia Code of 
Conduct, including a report on the conference with the ACCC held that morning, which 
Dr Feeney, Dr Harvey, Dr Shaw and Ms Monk had attended. 

 agreed to invite Dr Ray Moynihan and Professor Phillip Morris, who have shown an 
active interest in authorisation of the Code and the work of the Transparency Working 
Group, to join the Working Group. 

 endorsed the revised Terms of Reference, which now state: The primary purpose of any 
further transparency measures will be to increase trust between consumers and 
healthcare professionals by enhancing the availability of information about payments and 
transfers of value between industry and healthcare professionals. 

 discussed the scope of potential disclosure of payments and other transfers of value, 
noting that where there are different views amongst members of the Working Group, 
such as the disclosure of commercial arrangements and discounts, the diversity of views 
should be included in the Working Group’s final report.  

 developed draft Principles to govern transparency, which will be finalised at the next 
meeting in February 2013. 

 received a presentation on, and discussed the merits of, different models for 
transparency of payments and other transfers of value.  Models discussed were: 

o the US Physicians Payments Sunshine Act;  
o European initiatives which were announced in October 2012;  
o recent amendments to the Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry 

Code to require aggregate reporting;  
o initiatives by the Japanese Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association to require 

certain aggregated disclosures and certain disclosure of payments to individual 
healthcare professionals. 

 acknowledged the complexity of the US proposed system and wide scope of disclosures 
required, such as requiring disclosure of healthcare professionals’ ownership or 
investment interest in a manufacturer (other than a publicly traded security or mutual 
fund).   

 agreed in general that a less complex and more pragmatic model than the US proposed 
system can be developed for Australia. 

 agreed to receive a presentation from one to two pharmaceutical company compliance 
managers at the next meeting 

The next meeting of the TWG will be held in early February 2013.   


