
Transparency Working Group Communiqué 
 
The Transparency Working Group (TWG) held its third meeting on 12 February 2013.  The 
following members attended the meeting: 
 

Dr Dominic Barnes, Chairman Shire Australia Pty Ltd 

Mr Stephen Armstrong (standing 
in for Ms Riley) 

Pharmacy Guild of Australia 

Dr Justin Coleman Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 

Dr Elizabeth Feeney Australian Medical Association 

Dr Ken Harvey CHOICE 

Mr James Jones Takeda 

Professor Paul Komesaroff Royal Australian College of Physicians 

Ms Alison Marcus Consumers Health Forum 

Mr Roger Millichamp Generic Medicines Industry Association 

Professor Philip Morris  

Dr John Quinn  Royal Australian College of Surgeons 

Dr Kay Sorimachi Pharmaceutical Society of Australia 

Ms Anne Trimmer Medical Technology Association of Australia 

 
Ms Alison Marcus, Mr Geoff McDonald and Ms Toni Riley were apologies for this meeting.  
Dr Brendan Shaw, Medicines Australia Chief Executive, attended as an observer.  Ms 
Deborah Monk, Medicines Australia, attended as the Secretariat. 
 
Dr Justin Coleman joined the Working Group at this meeting, as did Professor Philip Morris.    
The TWG 

 Received two presentations from senior corporate compliance managers from Medicines 
Australia member companies.  The Working Group acknowledged that this assisted 
them to gain a much better appreciation of the extensive corporate compliance 
operations already undertaken and recommended that information about these corporate 
compliance activities should be widely disseminated. 

 Reviewed progress on different transparency initiatives in Japan, the Netherlands and 
the US.  The differences between these countries’ models were noted – Japan is an 
industry self-regulatory model which requires JPMA member companies to publish 
reports on their websites; the Netherlands is a co-regulatory model between industry, the 
Ministry for Health and the Royal Dutch Medical Association - a new independent 
Foundation will administer transparency reporting; the US is a federal legislative model 
with reports to be submitted to and published by a Federal Government agency.  The 
Working Group confirmed that it expects the reported information should be published on 
a single website. 

 Further developed and refined the Principles for transparency, which will guide the 
development of the recommended Australian model. 

 Agreed that transparency about payments and transfers of value between companies 
and healthcare professionals must be supported by an education campaign to ensure 
that the reported information is understood in context so it may be properly interpreted. 

 Affirmed the importance of promoting a level playing field for companies supplying 
therapeutic products.  The Working Group’s recommendations will ideally complement 
the new Codes of Conduct Advisory Group established by Parliamentary Secretary 
Catherine King.  

 Will consider a proposed draft model at its next meeting in early March 
 
The Working Group is on track to make its final recommendations by June 2013, after which 
there will be wide consultation about the proposed transparency model. 
 
The next meeting of the TWG will be held in early March 2013.   


