
Transparency Working Group Communiqué 
 
The Transparency Working Group (TWG) held its fourth meeting on 13 March 2013.  The 
following members attended the meeting: 
 

Dr Dominic Barnes, Chairman Shire Australia Pty Ltd 

Ms Georgia Morris (standing in for 
Dr Feeney) 

Australian Medical Association 

Dr Ken Harvey CHOICE 

Mr James Jones Takeda 

Professor Paul Komesaroff Royal Australian College of Physicians 

Ms Alison Marcus Consumers Health Forum 

Mr Geoff McDonald GlaxoSmithKline Australia 

Professor Philip Morris  

Dr Kay Sorimachi Pharmaceutical Society of Australia 

Ms Alina Hughes (standing in for 
Ms Trimmer) 

Medical Technology Association of Australia 

 
Dr Justin Coleman, Dr Elizabeth Feeney, Mr Roger Millichamp, Ms Toni Riley, Dr John 
Quinn and Ms Anne Trimmer were apologies for this meeting.  Dr Brendan Shaw, Medicines 
Australia Chief Executive, attended as an observer.  Ms Deborah Monk, Medicines Australia, 
attended as the Secretariat. 
   
The TWG 

 Finalised the Principles For Transparency, which will be published on the TWG website. 

 Reviewed in detail the first draft of the Australian transparency model.  In summary, the 
issues and recommendations that arose during consideration of the model were: 

o that the published data should be accessible to the public for 5 years, after which 
it should be archived 

o that there should be evaluation of the use of the published data through a 
voluntary survey of people who access the data 

o how to uniquely identify individual healthcare professionals, such as by use of the 
Australian Healthcare Professional registration Authority (AHPRA) registration 
number, including how to uniquely identify relevant healthcare professionals who 
do not have a current registration number 

o the categorisation of payments and transfers of value, recognising that the US 
Physician Payments Sunshine Rule categories might not be applicable to the 
Australian environment 

o reporting of charitable contributions in lieu of a payment 
o what should be excluded from the requirements for reporting 
o the period of time that healthcare professionals should have in which to review 

and correct information before it is published, and that there needs to be a 
process to correct any errors identified post-publication 

o the monetary thresholds above which companies should be required to collect 
and to report payments and transfers of value.  No conclusions were reached. 

 Agreed that at its next meeting it will review the next iteration of the transparency model 
and consider how the data elements might be presented on a publicly accessible 
website.  

 
The Working Group remains on track to make its final recommendations by June 2013. 
 
The next meeting of the TWG will be held in early April 2013.   


