
Transparency Working Group Communiqué 
 
The Transparency Working Group (TWG) held its fifth meeting on 8 April 2013.  The 
following members attended the meeting: 
 

Dr Dominic Barnes, Chairman Shire Australia Pty Ltd 

Dr Elizabeth Feeney Australian Medical Association 

Dr Ken Harvey CHOICE 

Mr James Jones Takeda 

Professor Paul Komesaroff Royal Australian College of Physicians 

Ms Alison Marcus Consumers Health Forum 

Mr Geoff McDonald GlaxoSmithKline Australia 

Ms Anne Trimmer Medical Technology Association of Australia 

Dr Justin Coleman Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 

Dr John Quinn Royal Australian College of Surgeons 

 
Mr Roger Millichamp, Professor Philip Morris, Ms Toni Riley and Dr Kay Sorimachi were 
apologies for this meeting.  Dr Brendan Shaw, Medicines Australia Chief Executive, attended 
as an observer.  Ms Deborah Monk, Medicines Australia, attended as the Secretariat. 
   
The TWG 

 Reviewed the Principles For Transparency and made further adjustments.  The revised 
Principles will be reviewed by members who were not present at the meeting before 
being finalised. 

 Reviewed in detail the second draft of the Australian transparency model.  In summary, 
the issues that arose during consideration of the model were: 

o the level of detail required to uniquely identify a healthcare professional and 
whether the Australian Healthcare Practitioner Regulation Authority registration 
number for each Australian healthcare practitioner could be utilised. 

o simplifying and clarifying the categorisation of different types of payments or 
transfers of value 

o the circumstances, if any, in which payments to registered charities in lieu of 
payment to a healthcare professional should be required to be reported 

o whether there should be a minimum level below which payments would not be 
required to be collected or reported  

o whether any categories of payment should be excluded from the requirements for 
reporting 

o the timing for submission and public reporting of required data, including how to 
incorporate a period for healthcare professionals to have the opportunity to 
review payments attributed to them 

 Agreed that at its next meeting it will seek to finalise the proposed transparency model in 
readiness for consultation with all stakeholders.  

 
The Working Group remains on track to make its final recommendations by June 2013. 
 
The next meeting of the TWG will be held in in late May 2013.   


