
Transparency Working Group 
Terms of Reference 

 
Medicines Australia is establishing a broad-based working group to develop 
measures and policies that will further enhance transparency of payments and other 
transfers of value between healthcare professionals and the pharmaceutical industry.  
The working group will be tasked to:  
 

1. develop principles to govern the further transparency of payments and other 
transfers of value between healthcare professionals and the pharmaceutical 
industry, with the interests of health consumers as the primary objective 

2. evaluate different models for further transparency, with particular reference to  
initiatives associated with disclosure of payments to healthcare professionals 
under consideration in other countries, including the US, UK and other EU 
countries; 

3. consult with all relevant stakeholders to ensure that their perspectives are 
considered 

4. identify efficient and effective mechanisms to promote further transparency of 
payments and transfers of value between industry and healthcare 
professionals;  and 

5. provide a report with recommendations to each Working Group member 
organisations’ governance board or committee.  This report will also be 
publicly available. 

 
The primary purpose of any further transparency measures will be to increase trust 
between consumers and healthcare professionals by enhancing the availability of 
information about payments and transfers of value between industry and healthcare 
professionals. 
 
The Working Group will provide input based on the perspectives of their 
constituencies with the interests of health consumers as their primary concern, and 
will consult with health consumers and healthcare professionals in developing their 
recommendations.  The Working Group will determine the most effective 
consultation mechanism to engage with all relevant stakeholders.  
 
 
Background to the establishment of the Working Group 

 
Medicines Australia has recently completed a review of the Code of Conduct, which 
is undertaken regularly every three years.  Several submissions to the review 
proposed the adoption of measures like the US Physician Payments Sunshine Act in 
Australia.  This legislation requires reporting by pharmaceutical and medical device 
companies of payments or other ‘transfers of value’ to physicians where the 
aggregate amount of payments is greater than $100 in a calendar year.  Reporting is 
required to be by physician name.     
 
However, the US is currently the only country that has imposed a requirement for 
payments to physicians to be publicly reported by individual physicians by name.  
This requirement has been extensively delayed in implementation by the US 
Government in order to respond to operational and implementation issues raised in 



consultation on the proposed implementation rule.  Models under consideration in 
other countries include where each physician would make information available to 
their patients which describes the physician’s relationships with pharmaceutical 
companies.  In this way the relevant information would be made directly available to 
individual patients when they are visiting the physician. 
 
The Code Review Panel, which developed the revised Code of Conduct, considered 
these issues, submissions and inputs during the review.  It recommended that further 
transparency in relation to payments to healthcare professionals should be provided 
in Edition 17 of the Code through reporting of aggregate payments to healthcare 
professionals for participation on Advisory Boards, provision of consultancy services, 
and sponsorships for attending educational meetings.  It recommended that further 
consideration and consultation was required before imposition of any requirement for 
reporting of payments at an individual healthcare professional level. 
 

Membership of the Working Group 
 
The Working Group is chaired by Dr Dominic Barnes, General Manager, Shire 
Australia on behalf of the Medicines Australia Board. 
 
The members of the Working Group are: 
 

Dr Elizabeth Feeney Australian Medical Association 

Ms Alison Marcus Consumers Health Forum   

Dr Ken Harvey CHOICE 

Mr Roger Millichamp Generic Medicines Industry Association 

Mr Geoff McDonald GlaxoSmithKline Australia 

Ms Anne Trimmer Medical Technology Association of Australia 

Mr James Jones Nycomed, a Takeda Company 

Dr Kay Sorimachi Pharmaceutical Society of Australia 

Ms Toni Riley Pharmacy Guild of Australia 

Professor Paul Komesaroff  Royal Australian College of Physicians 

Dr John Quinn  Royal Australian College of Surgeons 

 
The Working Group is supported by a Secretariat from Medicines Australia – led by 
Ms Deborah Monk, Director, Innovation and Industry Policy. 
 
The Working Group will specifically consult with organisations which are recognised 
as having a high degree of interest in the work of the Working Group, including but 
not limited to the following organisations:  

 Australian Nursing Federation 

 Doctors Reform Society 

 Healthy Skepticism 

 Heart Foundation Australia 



 NPS 

 Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 

 Regulatory Policy and Governance Branch, Department of Health and Ageing 
 

Meetings 

Working Group meetings will be held monthly in either Sydney or Canberra.  
Medicines Australia will meet the function room / facilities costs. If needed, 
teleconference and/or webinar facilities will also be made available for members to 
join meetings. The intended duration of meetings is half-day or less. 
 
Each member of the Working Group will need to fund the cost for their attendance at 
Working Group meetings. 
 
Timeframe 
 
The Working Group will provide interim reports to its Boards or governance 
Committees in December 2012 and June 2013.  The working group will release a 
final report by December 2013 (or earlier if the Working Group completes its 
consideration of the issues at an earlier date).  
 
 
[updated 12 November 2012] 


