
Summary of Health Consumer Organisations supported by Medicines Australia Member Companies
For the period: Jan to Dec 2014

Company: MSD

Name of Health Consumer Organisation Description of and/or purpose of support
Nature of support (monetary value or 

equivalent) or description of non-financial 
support

Rare Cancers Australia

This funding supported an event to facilitate consumer groups already in Melbourne attending 
the World Cancer Congress and Clinical Oncology Society of Australia Meetings to come together 
to discuss the current issues facing access to cancer medicines in Australia. It also provided an 
opportunity for HCOs to hear a preliminary report on the findings of a survey of consumer groups 
exploring consumer positions on issues related to consumer input into the regulatory review of 
medicines in Australia. This was a co-funded event with additional funding provided by several 
other pharmaceutical companies. 

10,000.00

Hepatitis Australia

This funding supported Hepatitis Australia conduct a range of programs focused on community 
education to improve public awareness and understanding of hepatitis across Australia. Activities 
included production of Project newsletters, development and distribution of World Hepatitis Day 
promotional materials, website content management as well as reporting and evaluation. 

25,000.00

Melanoma Patients Australia

This funding supported MPA to commission a report ‘Advanced Melanoma, The Real Cost of 
Australia’s National Cancer’ to gain a better understanding of the impact of melanoma on all 
Australians. MPA was responsible for the coordination, development and management of the 
Project in consultation with the selected firm who analysed the financial and non-financial 
burdens of melanoma in Australia. The impacts were assessed for the individual, their family, their 
carer/s and the broader community including lost work, employment and productivity 
implications as well as the ‘hidden’ costs of melanoma to the individual.
This was a co-funded project. MPA sought support additional funding for the Report from other 
relevant melanoma organisations, cancer organisations, treatment centres, clinicians, industry 
and other like-minded stakeholders. 

50,000.00



CanSpeak

This funding supported an educational workshop ‘Health Consumer Advocacy’ to facilitate 
linkages and capacity building between small health consumer organisations. The two day 
workshop program, developed by a Steering Committee comprised of CEOs of four health 
consumer organisations, focused on capacity building and knowledge sharing for small health 
consumer organisations. In addition expert speakers presented information on processes for 
consumer in put into the regulation and review of medicines in Australia as well as updates on 
using social media to assist the flow of information between consumers. A workshop report was 
provided to all attendees.
This was a co funded event with funding provided by six pharmaceutical companies as well as an 
IT company. One representative from each sponsor company was invited to attend the 2 day 
workshop.

15,000.00

Melanoma Patients Australia

This funding supported the launch of a report – ‘Advanced Melanoma, The Real Cost of Australia’s 
National Cancer’. The report, conducted by KPMG and commissioned by MPA, assessed and 
analysed the financial and non-financial burdens of melanoma in Australia. To ensure the findings 
were available to Australian’s, MPA sought funding to support a public launch of the report at an 
event in Parliament House Canberra in October 2014. The funding covered the costs of booking a 
meeting room at parliament house as well as printing and distribution of copies of the report. 

10,000.00

Melanoma Patients Australia

This funding supported the logistics and media services required by Melanoma Patients Australia 
to launch the Report – ‘Advanced Melanoma, The Real Cost of Australia’s National Cancer’. The 
launch was conducted as a breakfast event at Parliament House Canberra in October 2014. The 
additional elements included the services of an experienced external public affairs agency to 
coordinate logistics and draft materials for media outreach during and after the event. This 
ensured the findings of the report were available to Australian’s, gaining exposure and increased 
awareness about the report and the associated impact of melanoma in Australia. 

18,000.00

Melanoma Patients Australia

This funding supported a workshop for MPA facilitators already in Melbourne attending the 
Clinical Oncology Society of Australia conference. The workshop, conducted by an expert 
facilitator, assisted participants in building skills to articulate the patient perspective on important 
issues affecting them, for example, prevention of melanoma, the importance of a timely diagnosis 
as well as the continuing need for improved services and programs for people with melanoma and 
their carers.
This was a co-funded event. Additional funding from other pharmaceutical companies was also 
sought by MPA for this event. 

20,000.00



Melanoma Patients Australia

This funding assisted the acting CEO of Melanoma Patients Australia who was already travelling to 
Zurich to attend an International Melanoma Coalition Meeting, to stay on in Zurich and attend an 
additional Melanoma Research Conference. The funds contributed to part-payment of the 
registration and accommodation linked to the Melanoma Research Conference. Attendance at 
the additional conference provided MPA with valuable insight into melanoma treatment and 
research as well as an opportunity to build their global network to assist them in their role of 
advocating for and providing services to Australians with melanoma and their carers. 

2,000.00

Glaucoma Australia

This funding supported Glaucoma Australia, the peak glaucoma awareness/education/support 
association in Australia, to raise awareness about glaucoma, support glaucoma sufferers and to 
raise funds for research. The GLAUCOMA ADHERANCE PROJECT (GAP) aimed to develop materials 
to aid health professionals including pharmacists to improve adherence rates for glaucoma 
medications. MSD provided silver sponsorship for the GAP project which supported the 
development and roll out of materials, training and education linked to the project

18,000.00

National Association of People Living with 
HIV

This funding supported the NAPWA program, 'Treataware', aimed at raising awareness and 
providing education about treatment for individuals who have been diagnosed as HIV positive.  
‘Treataware’ delivered a range of information and education initiatives including, responding to 
phone and email enquiries as well as facilitating an outreach program 40,000.00

Access Australia

This funding supported ACCESS education and patient welfare initiatives in 2014. Access Australia 
was established in Sydney in 1985 and provides a range of services to improve access for people 
with disabilities. Services include architectural advice, assessments, audits, as well as awareness 
seminars and access research 10,000.00

Parkinson's New South Wales

This funding supported a Parkinson NSW charity walk. The project ‘Unity Walk’ is a fundraising 
event held in Sydney to raise awareness about Parkinson’s disease as well as raise funds for 
people with Parkinson’s disease.  In 2013 over 2000 people participated in walk or runs.  
www.unitywalkandrun.com.au 3,000.00
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