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Australian stakeholders in cancer care raise concerns for future access to new  

cancer medicines in Australia – the cancer capital of the world
1
  

New Report calls for community dialogue to ensure sustainable access to cancer medicines 

 
Despite Australia’s world-class medicines reimbursement system (the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme), evidence 

from the first comprehensive assessment of stakeholder perspectives into access to new cancer medicines highlights 

many challenges within the current system, with stakeholders concerned that new advances in cancer medicines 

may not be made available to Australian cancer patients in a timely, affordable and fair manner in the future.
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Presented today to the country’s leading cancer specialists at the Medical Oncology Group Australia (MOGA)  Annual 

Scientific Meeting in Melbourne, the Report by Deloitte Access Economics, Access to cancer medicines in Australia, 

was commissioned by  Medicines Australia through its Oncology Industry Taskforce with contribution from various 

cancer care stakeholders including, health consumer organisations, clinicians, researchers, government and payers.   

 

The Report investigates the significant challenges currently faced and those challenges that will continue to emerge 

in gaining timely, affordable and fair access to new cancer medicines in Australia.  It reveals that many stakeholders 

feel that current access to cancer medicines in Australia is often suboptimal and unsustainable,
1
 and as such, are 

calling for informed and collaborative community debate to identify how existing processes must progress to meet 

emerging challenges. 

 

Findings from the Report indicate that whilst Australia is the cancer capital of the world
1
, there is concern that a 

growing number of Australian cancer patients are unable to access cancer medicines compared with some of their 

overseas counterparts.
1,2,3

 The report identifies a number of issues that could contribute to this, including some 

Government processes to facilitate access to medicines not evolving to reflect the rapid scientific advances in cancer 

therapy.
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“The principles of our system are commendable however, it has not kept pace with the rapid scientific advances in 

global cancer research.  The majority (80 percent) of cancer medicines undergoing review for PBS listing require 

multiple submissions before achieving reimbursement
1
 demonstrating that the Australian system can have a 

significant access gap between approval by the Therapeutic Goods Administration and eventual PBS listing,” said Dr 

Brendan Shaw, Chief Executive, Medicines Australia. 

  

According to A/Prof. Gary Richardson, Chair of the Medical Oncology Group Australia, targeted therapies are fast 

becoming the mainstay of cancer treatment and offer significant patient benefit.  “The newer cancer medicines that 

are coming through may be high cost but we have to keep pace with scientific advances, and find ways to effectively 

evaluate the value of these new medicines and bring them to market or sadly, Australian patients will lose out,” said 

A/Prof. Richardson. 

 

Medicines Australia through its Oncology Industry Taskforce is calling for all stakeholders to engage in discussion to 

identify mutually beneficial and enduring solutions to address the challenges and maintain Australia’s leading status 

in cancer control.  Public submissions can be made via Oncology.Taskforce@medicinesaustralia.com.au  by Monday 

September 30. 
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Issued by Cube on behalf of Medicines Australia Oncology Industry Taskforce.  For further information or to arrange 

an interview with Dr Brendan Shaw, Chief Executive, Medicines Australia;  A/Prof. Gary Richardson,  Chair MOGA; 

Prof. John Zalcberg, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre; Maxine Morand, Chief Executive, Breast Cancer Network 

Australia please contact:- 

 

Rita Corrente      Kayleigh Moore 

02 8345 4505      02 8345 4520 

0414 552 426      0481 281 689 

rita@cube.com.au     kayleigh@cube.com.au  
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NOTES TO EDITOR: 

About the report: 

Cancer is a major public health priority in Australia.  There needs to be an ongoing and increased commitment to the prevention 

and treatment of cancer, including enabling the timely and affordable delivery of innovative cancer medicines.  The Deloitte 

Access Economics, Access to cancer medicines in Australia, report considers the issues around access to cancer medicines from 

the viewpoint of different stakeholders. 

 

The report, which canvasses the perspectives of critical stakeholders, is the first project seeking to clarify and communicate the 

barriers to access to cancer medicines in Australia, and to provide an opportunity for a broad range of stakeholders to 

participate. 

 

A targeted review of literature and databases was undertaken to identify the most relevant information for the report and nine 

countries were assessed in a cross-country comparison of cancer prevalence. 

 

About Deloitte Access Economics: 

Deloitte Access Economics is Australia’s pre-eminent economics advisory practice and a member of Deloitte's global economics 

group.  The Directors and staff of Access Economics joined Deloitte in early 2011.  Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte 

Touche Tohmatsu Limited, a UK private company limited by guarantee, and its network of member firms, each of which is a 

legally separate and independent entity. Please see www.deloitte.com/au/ for a detailed description of the legal structure of 

Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited and its member firms. 

 

About Medicines Australia Oncology Industry Taskforce: 

Recently, cancer patients, medical professionals caring for cancer patients, and the medicines industry have expressed concerns 

about the increasing challenges in gaining timely, affordable and equitable patient access to new cancer medicines via the 

Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme.  In response, several member companies of Medicines Australia formed the Oncology Industry 

Taskforce in late 2012.  The companies involved are: AbbVie, Amgen, AstraZeneca, Bayer, Boehringer Ingelheim, Bristol-Myers 

Squibb, Eli Lilly, GlaxoSmithKline, Janssen, Merck Sharp and Dohme, Novartis, Pfizer, Roche, Sanofi Aventis and Takeda.  The 

Taskforce is endorsed by Medicines Australia.   


