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Martin (Cross), Thank you very much. 

Can I start by acknowledging my parliamentary colleagues here tonight. Minister Hartsuyker, also to the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Hon. Bronwyn Bishop, to the former Speaker of the House 

of Representatives the Hon. Steven Martin, to my many Shadow Ministerial colleagues and 

Parliamentary colleagues one and all. Thank you very much for being here in support of what is a very 

important sector. Thank you also to the Shadow Minister Catherine King and also the Health 

Spokesperson for the Greens Dr Richard Di Natale, thank you very much all for being here tonight.  

Can I also acknowledge Professor Jane Halton from the Department, Professor John Shine, somebody 

for whom all of us have a great deal of respect, he’s led a particularly a distinguished career, we’ll hear 

of some of that shortly, also to Doctor Sue Hill, the Head of the PBAC and to Doctor Warwick Anderson, 

the Head of the NHMRC.  

To distinguished guests, friends across the sector, one and all, thank you very much for being here 

tonight. It’s a particularly important occasion, not just for the sector to be able to speak to government 

and the opposition about the priorities as we go forward, in what is a fiscally tight environment, but it’s 

an opportunity also for my colleagues and I to see the industry showcased in a way that we can get a 

better understanding of the ways of which we can reduce the regulatory burden, ways in which we can 

provide support to increased investment into the sector, and ways in which otherwise at a 

parliamentary level we can support the growth of what is a vital sector. 

We look at the sector over the course of the last ten years, there’s been quite significant growth, in 

terms of the number of people employed   n the sector back in 2003-4, about thirteen and half thousand 

people were employed across the sector, in 2012-13 the number had grown to about fifteen and a half 

thousand people. Interestingly, the revenue if you like, within the sector has grown by about $1.7 billion 

over that same period but clearly not by enough, and the fact that you employ all of those people and 

you at the same time export across the sector about $4 billion each year, it says to me, it says to the 

government, it should say to our country, that we should invest more into the way in which we can help 

the industry grow, employ more Australians, and become an even greater exporter for our country.      

As Martin (Cross) alluded to before, we have taken some quick decisions in what has been a period that 

has gone very quickly, in a relatively short period of time, in the course of the last six months, where 

we’ve been able to list 136 medicines. That means that with the increase in the cabinet threshold from 

$10 to $20 million, it has provided a more timely process, which I thought was very important to try  to 

reduce as I say some of the regulatory burden and to allow a faster listing of those medicines, having 

gone through vigorous processes, with including the PBAC, and we’ve been able to list twice the number 
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of drugs per month over the course of the last five or six months, than we saw under the previous 

government, and I hope we can continue to make sure that we deal with your industry in a timely way, 

and I look forward very much to the continued friendship, the professional way, in which medicines has 

been able to engage with our sector, and I pay tribute tonight, not just to Dr Cross, but also to Brendan 

Shaw as well, who I think is an exemplary CEO and somebody who has been able to engage both sides of 

parliament to the benefit of the industry. I look forward very much to our relationship continuing in to 

the future.             

Just a couple more points, I think it’s particularly important to note tonight, that as I say for any 

government, particularly in the fiscal circumstances that we face at the moment, that first year budgets 

always are a tense period for people that rely on relationships with government., I want to make sure 

that we can work with the industry and the sector, as I said before, not just in ways in which we can 

expand, but the ways in which we can provide that certainty going forward. And of course the nature of 

these relationships will always give rise to tensions about the way in which negotiations or discussions 

take place on different issues, some matters are to be treated in confidence and others can be allowed 

to, I suppose, seep out to broader audience, and we are very conscious of that arrangement and I want 

to make sure that we can continue to build the relationship as we go forward. Martin, I look forward 

very much to continuing our work with you. 

So just in closing, I do want to, in particular, pay tribute to my colleagues who are here tonight; it is a 

very hectic schedule in parliament. Can I acknowledge the work of John Alexander who through the 

friendship group has been able to again lift the and elevate the presence of medicines in this building, 

and I think that’s particularly important to build that relationship to highlight some of the tensions and 

difficulties and problems that arise and opportunities that present over a period of time. John, you’ve 

been able to lead that group of likeminded people within this parliament very effectively, and that’s a 

great credit to you. But it is an opportunity for us to see the industry at its best, there’s a lot that we can 

work on together in future years, and I thank you very much for being here tonight.  

Thank you very much Martin and I look forward very much to hearing Professor Shine’s presentation. I 

am but the warm up act; we’re expecting big things from Professor Shine to improve the standard up 

here. So thank you all very much.           

END  

 


