
 

 

 

 

 

 

 ENHANCED TRANSPARENCY  

FACT SHEET 

Medicines Australia has introduced the 18th edition of its Code of Conduct with new 
transparency measures for the payment for services and education of healthcare 
professionals, such as GPs, specialists and pharmacists. 

The changes will ensure that the Code of Conduct maintains its world-leading reputation 
and continues to put the interests of patients first. 

What has changed in the 18th Code of Conduct? 

• From 1 October 2015, Medicines Australia member companies will collect and report 
payments to healthcare professionals. 

• Payments will be reported when Medicines Australia member companies pay a 
healthcare professional for their expert service or when financial support is provided 
for education purposes, including airfares, accommodation and conference 
registration fees.  

• For the first year, the disclosure of these payments will only be made with the 
consent of the healthcare professional. 

• From 1 October 2016, reporting of these payments will be mandatory. 
• The reports will outline the nature or purpose of each engagement, the date and 

value of the payment and information about the healthcare professional including 
their name and principal practice address. 

• The payment reports will be made public by each member company every six 
months from August 2016, with links to the reports also on the Medicines Australia 
website 

Expert advice from experienced healthcare professionals is important to ensure vital new 
medicines are developed and used safely and effectively. 
 

18th Code of Conduct 

Strong Code           Built on Trust           Putting Patients First  



A strong working relationship and the ongoing exchange of knowledge between the 
medicine makers and healthcare professionals is critical for better patient outcomes. 
 
The 18th Code of Conduct has been developed following broad consultation with peak 
consumer and doctors groups along with other healthcare member organisations.  

It is part of a global medicines industry effort to further improve accountability and 
transparency and has been approved by the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission. 

This edition enhances a Code that has been in operation for 55 years; a strong code, built on 
trust which puts patients first. 

There are already stiff financial penalties for companies that breach the Code, or if a 
complaint against them is found to be valid, with significant penalties that includes fines of 
up to $300,000. 

The new Code ensures that the innovative medicines industry continues to set the 
benchmark for successful, responsible and ethical industry self-regulation.  

Find out more: medicinesaustralia.com.au/code-of-conduct 

For further information, contact: 

Codehelpdesk@medicinesaustralia.com.au 

 @MedicinesAus  
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