
1 

Progress Report: 
A Centralised Reporting System for Medicines Australia Member Companies’ 
Payments and Transfers of Value to Health Care Professionals 
 
Background 
On 24 April 2015 the ACCC issued its final determination granting conditional authorisation 
of Edition 18 of the Medicines Australia Code of Conduct for a period of five years.  The 
authorisation became effective on 16 May 2015. 
 
A condition of the authorisation is that Medicines Australia must use reasonable endeavours 
to develop and implement a Central Reporting System which will allow the public to access 
information on payments and transfers of value from all companies to healthcare 
professionals in a single location, via the internet.  This condition also requires Medicines 
Australia to provide regular six-monthly reports identifying the steps taken each reporting 
period to develop and/or implement a Central Reporting System. 
 
This report relates to the first six months following authorisation of Code Edition 18.  
 
Centralised Database Working Group 
Medicines Australia established the Centralised Database Working Group (CDWG) in 
February 2015, prior to the ACCC issuing its final determination authorising Code Edition 18.  
The Working Group has been tasked to investigate the feasibility of developing and 
implementing a central reporting system or database. The Working Group’s twelve members 
are all personnel from Medicines Australia’s member companies, supported by a senior 
manager and a manager from Medicines Australia. 
 
Six meetings of the Working Group have been held up to 23 July 2015. These meetings 
were typically of 3 to 5 hours duration.  This represents a considerable contribution from 
member companies in terms of the utilisation of senior company personnel. 
 
Through the work of the Working Group, Medicines Australia and member companies have 
demonstrated their commitment to meeting the condition of authorisation of the Code of 
Conduct as required by the ACCC. 
 
Process 
The Working Group has identified a number of criteria to assess the feasibility of developing 
and implementing a central reporting system or database. Criteria include: 

• technical feasibility – consideration of technical system requirements to deliver a high 
standard of data integrity, including the availability of a unique identifier for each 
healthcare professional to enable data integration 

• ability to meet transparency objectives of the broader stakeholder group – 
consideration of who is likely to review the published data and determination of 
stakeholders’ expectations of the database  

• consideration of risks, particularly legal obligations and risks – requirements to 
ensure that the database would comply with Australia’s privacy laws and meet all 
legal obligations of Medicines Australia and its Member companies    

• cost and resource requirements – consideration of the potential establishment and 
ongoing costs, both monetary and human resource costs, and how the database 
could be funded 

• critical decision points – determining the timeline and process for Medicines Australia 
and its Members to commit to establishing the database. 

 
The Working Group has communicated with industry members at the Association of the 
British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI), which is developing a central database on behalf of 
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its member companies.  The learnings from the ABPI have greatly assisted the Working 
Group progress its consideration of whether a central reporting system could be established 
in Australia.  
 
Member Consultation  
In October 2015 Medicines Australia and Working Group members undertook consultations 
with Member companies on progress of our consideration of establishing a central reporting 
system.  These consultations identified several issues of concern to Member companies 
which the Working Group will now proceed to investigate in more depth.   
 


